	World War II  (Bonus)
	Unit XI

	The Rise of Hitler


After the events that occurred during the Russia Revolution, and in midst of the global Great Depression at the end of the 1920s, the world saw the rise of communist parties as many countries looked to strong anti-communist governments to calm the fears of an international communist revolution and bring peace and honor back to their nations.
Fascism - political philosophy that glorifies the state above the individual emphasizing the need for a strong central government led by a dictator who holds absolute power
-
state control of media, resources and domestic services to limit opposition and insure the state’s prosperity 

-
embraced militarism (glorification of the military) establishing large militaries and favoring governmental uniforms, parades and monuments that also glorified the state
-
promoted extreme nationalism with a desire to unite ethnic/racial groups while also very being xenophobic (fear of foreigners) and the ability of the state to be self sufficient by means of territorial expansion 
RISE OF THE NAZIS
In Germany, extreme nationalism fed the desire to conquer territory to unite the German people.  The alleged “stab in the back” from the Treaty of Versailles signed by the nation’s leaders fueled the nation’s frustration, while economic frustrations focused attention on Jews who stereotypically control money.  All of this combined to fuel a new political party struggling to gain a foot in government: the National Socialist German Workers Party (Nazi).
Nazism – a political doctrine that believed in the racial superiority of the ancient Germanic people (Aryans) along with fascist policies of centralized government in the hands of a führer (supreme leader) 
Adolf Hitler (1933) – became leader of the Nazis after WWI with the help of the help of his brown shirted paramilitary group known as the “storm troopers” who terrorized political opponents

Beer Hall Putsch (1923) – Hitler fails an attempt to overthrow the state of Bavaria (and ultimately, Germany) and is arrested serving 9 months of a 1 year sentence ( during his trial, Hitler gains national attention spotlighting his frustrations with the current government that many people came to appreciate and admire

-
Hitler realized that in the future controlling Germany would have to be done legally, not through revolution 


Mein Kampf (1923) – written in jail becoming a blueprint to Hitler’s future plans including the belief that Germany needed “living space” and should expand east removing Jews and turn the Slavs into slaves 

-
Hitler also describes his strong Anti-Semitic views believing that Jews were responsible for Germany’s political and economic problems and how Germany needed an authoritative leader with unlimited power to fix Germany’s problems

RISE OF HITLER
Through the 1920s and 1930s, the Great Depression hits Germany where unemployment reached 43% by end of 1932. This economic chaos plays into Hitler’s hands as he began promising German voters economic and political salvation.  Hitler also assures the army leaders that he will rearm Germany to a strong military power.

Reichstag Election of 1933 – Nazis win the largest percentage of votes in the Reichstag election (not a majority though)  

and demand that Nazis play a larger role in government


Jan 30, 1933 – to meet the growing demands of the Nazi Party, Hitler is appointed Chancellor of Germany by 

President Hindenburg ( a position that places Hitler in charge of the legislature

THE THIRD REICH (1933-1945) 

Reichstag Fire (Feb 27, 1933) – fire occurs at German Parliament ( blamed on the Communists ( Nazi storm troopers steps up terrorism of political opponents
Enabling Act (March 1933) – Reichstag gives Hitler absolute dictatorial power for four years (renewed twice) ( only 

the Nazi party was legal

· Hitler outlaws strikes, labor unions, and banned/burned books (socialists, democracy, those of Jews)

“Night of Long Knives” (June 1934) – Hitler’s elite personal guard (S.S.) arrested and shot 1,000 storm trooper 

leaders and other political enemies after being warned that the army and big business were suspicious of their power ( having “sacrificed” his own men, Hitler now had the support of the army and big business

-
the S.S. now became Hitler’s new political police ( the Gestapo
In August 1934, President Hindenburg dies leaving Hitler the new President of Germany who abolishes the presidency and chancellery combining their power into a new supreme leader known as the führer (90% of Germany approved this).  Now in complete control over Germany’s government, Hitler moved to expand German’s power.
Hitler Youth – youth groups similar to America’s Boys Scouts, where Nazis indoctrinated German youth with views of 

German racial superiority and Jews as the source of Germany’s problems ( membership would become mandatory 

Nuremburg Laws (1935) – deprived Jews of all rights of citizenship
Kristallnacht “Night of Broken Glass” (1938) – Hitler ordered an attack on Jewish communities where well-

organized waves of violence destroyed homes, synagogues, businesses ( thousands of Jews are arrested and made to pay damages for the disruption

Holocaust – Hitler’s “Final Solution” - 6 million European Jews were eventually killed during WWII

-
an additional 6 million Slavs, Gypsies, Jehovah’s Witnesses, communists, homosexuals, mentally handicapped and political opponents also suffered this fate ( 12 million people total die in these camps

-
these people were placed in concentration camps during WWII ( Auschwitz being the most famous of these

As a result of Hitler’s rise to power, unemployment dropped from 6 million in 1933 to 1 million by 1936.  By 1938, women were allowed to join the workforce due to the shortages of workers showing how quickly Hitler was able to rebuild Germany.

PAGE  
1
World War II (bonus)


