	Current Events


Teacher: Mr. Taylor

Room: 103 

Email: taylorm@wilkes.k12.nc.us                         Website: www.tayloredteaching.net  
COURSE OBJECTIVE: This course is designed to explore topics that are not necessarily part of the regular curriculum and increase student’s ability to analyze and do critical thinking pertaining to the various topics covered in the course.  We will study the world we live in today and discussion of major events; key topics and their histories will be an integral part of our daily routine.  We will use documentaries, film, news media, and on-line resources to explore today’s world while making the class a forum of discussions and an open exchange of ideas and opinions.
SUPPLIES NEEDED:  I.) 1-2 subject notebook  II.) A pen or pencil    III.) knowledge of topics
	Grading Scale

	A
	B
	C
	D
	F

	100 –90
	89 –80
	79 –70
	69 –60
	59 – 0


GRADING:

Writing Assignments..20% of final grade

Projects…..……….....30% of final grade
Participation………...50% of final grade

PARTICIPATION (50%): A participation grade will be given at the end of each grading period.  Students who participate in class discussion and/or those students who are prepared to answer questions when called will be noted to receive points.  This class is heavily dependent on classroom discussion and collaboration of KNOWLEDGEABLE students and will not work if this is not followed. Therefore, students should make it a point to come prepared to contribute to classroom discussions, those that aren’t should consider taking another class.

Students are encouraged to express themselves in a calm and open-minded environment 
( NO BIGOTRY!

big·ot·ry [big-uh-tree] noun
1. stubborn and complete intolerance of any creed, belief, or opinion that differs from one's own.
PROJECTS (30%): There will be projects that you will do in groups to cover a few of the topics that we will discuss in throughout the semester.  Each project will be presented to the class for a grade and discussion from your peers and myself. 

TOPICS: This class will be broken into a variety of topics that will be discussed on a week-to-week basis.  Below is a tentative list of topics that will be covered over this course

	Top 10 Worst Humanitarian Crises
	Terrorism
	Health Care
	Media Censorship

	Post Cold War
	Africa
	American Politics
	4th Amendment/NSA

	United Nations
	Nuclear Proliferation
	Immigration
	State and Local Issues

	Israel-Palestine Conflict
	The Economy
	War on Terrorism
	1st and 2nd Amendment Rights


DISRUPTIVE BEHAVIOR: Negative or disruptive classroom behavior will be severely penalized.  Examples of disruptive behavior: excessive tardiness, talking out of turn, using derogatory language, falling asleep in class, eating in class, text-messaging or doing anything with a hand-held electronic device or anything else I deem disrespectful
CLASSROOM RULES:  On the following page is a list of the classroom rules.  Please read over them and have your parents and yourself sign it at the designated area at the bottom and return it to the teacher.  A copy of these rules can be found on my podium in front of the class and on my website.


CLASSROOM RULES

· Follow all rules and guidelines set for in the student handbook.
· Be prepared to work with all materials including homework, and with a good attitude.  Students must stop talking once the teacher calls for your attention.
· Be respectful to the instructor (including substitutes), other students, yourself and all materials.  Do no vandalize school desks and other property.  Do not use profane or obscene language.
· Be alert.  No sleeping, no slumping in your  seat, and no grooming.  (Infraction for sleeping – one point deducted from participation grade)
· Be punctual.  If you are not in your seat and prepared for class when the instructor begins you will be marked tardy.  If you leave class without permission you will receive a tardy and lose a point from your participation grade.
· Use your time wisely.  Do not put away materials until the teacher dismisses class.
· Stay seated and quiet. Do not get out of your seat or talk without permission.
· Drinks and snacks other than water are not allowed in class.  
· Pay attention.  Follow directions the first time they are given.  Failure to do so may result in a lower participation grade.
· Be honest.  Do not give or receive help without the instructor’s permission.  This includes
ALL work: class, homework and tests.

Students caught cheating in any form will receive a zero for that task and/or sent to the office.

CONSEQUENCES
 I.                      Verbal Warning

II.                   Student Conference 
III.     Parent Notification

Disruptive students will be sent immediately to the office

I have read, understand, and accept all the expectations and rules set forth by Mr. Taylor in the syllabus for his class.

Parents, please provide your e-mail address below. I can e-mail you about upcoming tests, quizzes, or praises and concerns of your child.  

*** You have a better chance of reaching me, and a quicker response through e-mail than a phone call. If no        

e-mail address is available please leave a number by which you can easily be reached.
Student Signature: __________________________________________Date:________________

Parent Signature: ___________________________________________Date:________________

***Parent E-mail: ____________________________________________________ 
      Parent Phone: ____________________________________________________
